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SUBJECT: OFFICIAL INFORMAL 

1 . RE STATE 135721 (CONSULAR REVIEW): WE DID NOT REALLY 

EXPECT DEPARTMENT TO HOLD BACK CALIFORNIA SALES TAX EXEMPTION 
FROM SOVIET CONGEN PERSONNEL. WE BELIEVE, HOWEVER, 

THAT WE MAY BE ABLE TO GET SOMETHING FROM THE SOVIET SIDE IN 
EXCHANGE, PROVIDED THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT THEY ARE GOING TO 
GET THE TAX EXEMPTION ANYWAY. WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE TO 
HOLD BACK IMPLEMENTATION AND PUBLICITY ABOUT IT FOR TWO 
WEEKS WHICH WE ESTIMATE IS THE MAXIMUM TIME IT WILL TAKE 
US TO GET SOVIET QUID FOR THE TAX EXEMPTION? HOPEFULLY. 

THERE HAS NOT YET BEEN ANY PUBLICITY ON THE MATTER. 

2. WE SHALL PASS ON TO THE SOVIET SIDE THE PROVISO RE 

CHAIRMEN AND DEPUTY CHAIRMEN OF USSR STATE COMMITTEES MENTIONED 
IN PARA 3 OF REFTEL. RE PARA 4, WE HOPE THAT DEPARTMENT WILL 
BE ABLE TO STRETCH VISA REGULATIONS A BIT AND GRANT EMBASSY 
AUTHORITY TO ISSUE DIPLOMATIC "A" VISAS TO DEPUTIES OF 
USSR SUPREME SOVIET, ALTHOUGH WE ARE WELL AWARE THAT THIS 
IS A STICKY ISSUE. THAT APPEARS TO BE THE ONLY WAY WE'LL 
BE ABLE TO GET THE TEN EXIT/ENTRY POINTS FOR OFFICIAL 
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PERSONNEL. 

3. FOR MARSHALL BREMENT: WE HAVE ASKED INTERDEAN BY 
TELEX TODAY TO MAIL YOU THE PACKING LISTS FOR YOUR EFFECTS. 

THE PACKER, NOT THE EMBASSY, KEEPS SUCH LISTS. 

4. FOR SHERROD MCCALL FROM DARRYL JOHNSON: 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


A. SORRY TO BOTHER YOU WITH MORE NUTS AND BOLTS, BUT 
DEPARTURE TIME IS DRAWING NIGH AND I HAVE SEVERAL UNRESOLVED 
TRAVEL PROBLEMS. FIRST, I HAVE NOT HEARD FROM EE ON MY 
PROPOSED TRIP TO YUGOSLAVIA, BUT YOUR EARLIER MESSAGE 
INDICATED THAT THE DEPARTMENT DID NOT FAVOR MY WAITING TO 
GO SOON AFTER REPORTING FOR DUTY IN WASHINGTON. THAT 
ARRANGEMENT WOULD STILL BE MY PREFERENCE, BECAUSE IT WOULD 
FIT LEAST AWKWARDLY WITH MY OTHER PLANS. BUT IF GOING 
LATER IS DEFINITELY OUT, I COULD GO TO YUGOSLAVIA FOR 

ABOUT A WEEK STARTING JULY 4 OR 5, IF THE DEPARTMENT AND 
EMBASSY BELGRADE AGREE. THEN I WOULD PLAN TO 
COME BACK TO MOSCOW FOR A DAY OR TWO BEFORE 
HEADING EAST. 

B. SECONDLY, I HAVE NOT YET HAD A RESPONSE 
TO MY MESSAGE ABOUT CONSULTATIONS IN PEKING, 

HONG KONG AND TOKYO AND ABOUT MY PRC VISA (MOSCOW 
6949). I WOULD LIKE ADVISE SOONEST ON WHERE WE 
STAND. 

C. ANOTHER QUESTION ABOUT THE PEKING PART OF 
THE TRIP. A P&C (USIA) OFFICER, ROBERT MILLER, 

WISHES TO ACCOMPANY ME TO PEKING. HE HAS THE 
APPROVAL OF HIS OFFICE HERE AND HIS PLAN WOULD BE 

TO GO WITH ME AS FAR AS PEKING, STAY A COUPLE OF DAYS THERE, 
THEN FLY BACK DIRECTLY TO MOSCOW. HE, OF COURSE, NEEDS STATE/ 
USIA ACQUIESENCE FOR THIS TRAVEL AND SUPPORT FOR THE PRC VISA. 
THE MILLERS NATURALLY WANT TO GET THE PROCESS STARTED 
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ASAP, AND WILL BE SENDING IN A MESSAGE LATER THIS WEEK. 

BUT WE WANTED YOU TO KNOW THE BACKGROUND AHEAD OF TIME. 

I WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE ANY ASSISTANCE/INFORMATION/ 
ADVICE YOU CAN PROVIDE ON ANY OF THESE MATTERS. 

TOON 
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